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his month’s Combat Edge spotlights the Air National Guard and how its leader-
ship has successfully reversed the trend of a very poor safety record. We've
included a wide range of articles from ANG leadership to Guard members in
the field. We appreciate the support we received from the Director’s office as well as
field units to put this issue together. This is the third “Special Edition” issue we have
published this year, and it reflects our attempt to focus on various facets of Air Combat
Command and our safety program. The ANG plays an ever-increasing role in the Air
Combat Command force structure. This is

their safety success story.

This is my last “Accent” as the
Command’s Chief of Safety as I will retire
after 26 years on 1 August. I’ve seen enor-
mous progress inrsafety in this command
and the old Tactical Air'Command where I
was a Flying Safety Officer and wing Chief
of Flight Safety in 1980-82. We’ve come a
long way in preserviM_t; capability.
Matters not whether its the jet or the air-
a.on the

crew, or the maintenance te
ground, or the CE troop out boa bin g on“the

ieaaall Sambat capability that
Re-
Air Force

50 Whether it’s enforcing no-
protecting the Kurds, searching
anes, fighting forest fires, dis-
arming bombs downtown, rescuing moun-
tain climbers in the southwest, or taking
sick sailors from boats off Iceland...our
Air Force is the last hope of many who need
help...who else are you going to call? Fare-

well and Godspeed.

Colonel Zak Tomczak
Chief of Safety
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Safety Our Way
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From my perspective excellence in all we do
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The Balloon is up
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Air National Guard Safety BBS A Better Way to Communicate





A world class organization


User
Typewritten Text
A world class organization

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text








19


User
Typewritten Text
19

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text







User
Typewritten Text
Vision The ability to perceive


























MSgi Robert Johns 1

192 FW/LGWS
Sandston VA

my mterests

On a Monday in the middle of the er
last fishing season, I prepared to catc Jtrh“___
Citation bass that has eluded me for 50

I left the dock about 6:30 in the morning,
and everything was perfect for a morning of
quality fishing. Going down lake for 15 min-

utes, I rounded a point of land and noticed a |

small boat close to the far shore running ata |

high rate of speed. I heard yelling; but with

the noise of my outboard engine, I didn’t as--|
sociate the screams with anything other than

someone having fun on the water. Initially, [

thought someone was water skiing and it
struck me as being odd because of the early |

hour.

The boat began to maneuver in such a way
that I knew something was not right. Closer
investigation revealed that the boat did not
have an operator and two people were in the
water. A man and his young son had some-
how been thrown out of the craft.

The younger person didn’t concern me as
much because he was wearing a personal
floatation device and he was very close to the
shore. The father’s situation was entirely
different. The unmanned boat which was
going at full throttle was going around in
circles in a manner that prevented him from
swimming to shore. He was treading water
and wasn’t wearing a life jacket. As I ap-
proached, I could understand the screams I
heard were him telling his son to get out of
the water away from the runaway boat.

I was able to get my boat parallel to his. A
slight bump steered it away enough to let me
pull him out of the water into my boat. He
was exhausted and scared. I didn’t know how
long he had been treading water, but I don'’t
think he could have kept it up much longer.

I took him to shore to join his son. Thank-
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out. When I questioned him about the “klll
switch” on the engine, he didn’t know what I
was talking about.

We still had the problem of an unmanned
boat going full throttle in circles in the middle
of the lake. I left the two on shore and mo-
tored to the nearest marina to notify the
proper authorities about the safety hazard.
When I returned, the boat had beached itself
and my new friend had regained control of it.

The rescue team that responded to my call
seemed more than happy that no one was se-
riously injured and the safety hazard no
longer existed.

Reports and statements took up most of the
quality fishing time for the day, but that
missed day of fishing made me realize that a
few of the things I did needed improvement.
Thanks to the experience, I know my equip-
ment better than ever. I inspect my safety
equipment before every trip. I use my safety
equipment for the purpose of its design. I do
not take anything for granted and I am posi-
tive that I'm not alone.

By the way... I'm still looking for that Ci-

tation bass! [ |
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Runaway Boat
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